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From April 21st and 22nd, 1970, NBC NIGHTLY NEWS Reports on the post flight of Apollo 13 


Apollo 13 Crew: 

Commander: Jim Lovell 

CM Commander: Jack Swigert 
LM Pilot: Fred Haise 
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in houston today the apollo 13 astronauts started the long complicated job of trying to tell engineers just what 
happened to them in space how the explosion damaged the service module during the mission and the 
engineers will try to figure out why and how the accident occurred the astronauts will also hold a news 
conference tomorrow night and nbc news will carry it live on television beginning at 7 30 p.m eastern time 
today the space agency released film made by the astronauts after the explosion naturally there wasn't too 
much film shot in view of the crisis this is the best of what there was astronaut fred hayes grabbing what 
sleep he could in the lunar module jack swaggart unpacking food as long as the temperatures in the 
command module were livable most of the eating and drinking was done there this is commander jim lovell 
ripping the top off a package of dried food because water became the most critical item aboard the crew ate 
food that needed no reconstitution with water with the original flight plan meaningless it became a matter of 
survival to go over checklists time and time again mission control and constant radio contact with the 
spacecraft set up countless improvisations the product of continuous testing that was going on in ground 
simulators in houston and elsewhere the cold in the spacecraft remained a problem here you can see level 
rubbing his hands eventually it became so bad all three astronauts had to squeeze into the lunar module 
here's hayes moving through the tunnel between the lamb and the command module eventually 
temperatures got down to as low as 38 degrees even in the lunar module but at the end of the flight with a 
job the moonship did a job which was not originally expected to do no one was complaining 
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the apollo 13 astronauts spent the day at the houston space center talking about their trip they will hold a 
news conference within the hour which will be carried live by nbc news at 7 30 eastern standard time 
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